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Unless the Lord builds the House, 
those who buted it labor in vain. 
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Salem Lutheran Church 


South Main Street 
REAMSTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA 


The Reverend Richard E. Hess, Pastor 
125 North Main Street 


Reamstown, Pennsylvania 


A Message from the Pastor 


A building program is an awe- 
some and arduous act. Providing a 
building facility for God’s work is 
an enterprise demanding as much 
faith, theology and stewardship as 
anything the Church of Jesus Christ 
is called to do. The task of 
planning the total program of the 
congregation’s mission is alone an 
energetic pursuit; putting the needs 
into design — interpreting the pro- 
gram architecturally — is a work 
so exacting that few men appreciate 


its requirements; and the actual 
erection of the building is certainly 
no less strenuous or laborious. No doubt about it: building a new church 


is a demanding experience. 


Yet it is also an exciting experience. It begins with a vision. The 
dream advances toward reality as many people dedicate themselves to the 
venture. It reaches a joyous culmination in the rapturous moment of ded- 
icating the finished building to the work of the Lord. 


We rejoice in this adventure, too, because it grants to us the supreme 
privilege of making a significant contribution to the ages. This structure 
will minister down the years long after we who built it are gone. Its doors 
will remain open to all who care to enter. It will be a place where God 
can touch men’s lives. This is our gift from today to tomorrow. 


With rejoicing hearts and a profound sense of gratitude to God we do 
now, therefore, dedicate this Church Edifice and Christian Education 
Building to the glory of God and to continuous service to men. For this is 
none other but the House of God! 


Eastertide, 1967 


Reamstown, Pennsylvania 


REV. RICHARD E. HESS. 


The History 
of Salem Lutheran Church 


The dedication of our new facilities in the year 1967 is marked by the 
significant fact that exactly 150 years ago the congregation participated in 
its first Dedication Services! 


It was on June 8-9, 1817 that the original Salem Church building was 
consecrated. The land had been deeded for use as a graveyard and for 
the building of a church, Lutheran and Reformed, June 28, 1773. The 
site was given by Tobias Ream and his wife Juliana to the acting trustees 
for the church, Andrew Ream and Jacob Rupp. Tobias had received 
the land from his parents on February 15, 1759, as part of a package of 
54 acres. This land, given to Tobias and divided into building lots by 
him, is the land on which Reamstown (originally Zoar) was established. 


Although there were trustees for the church as early as 1773, the 
building did not get underway until years later. Plans were made finally 
in the Spring of 1815 to build a structure. Actual construction began 
soon thereafter. John Winters acted as master carpenter. George Maltz- 
berger of Reading was the master mason. The heavy timber for the 
church building was cut in the heavy timberland of Central Pennsylvania 
and was floated down the Susquehanna River to Columbia. From there 
it came to Reamstown by Conestoga wagon. Bricks for the building were 
burned on the farm of George Withers, who was a Lutheran trustee. On 
June 4, 1815, the cornerstone was laid. The inscription in the corner- 
stone contains such information as this: 

On the third Sunday after Whitsunday as on the fourth day of 
June A.D. 1815. Being the day on which the cornerstone to 
the Evangelical United Church was laid, for the use of the 
German Lutheran and Reformed Congregations under the name 


of Cocalico Salems Church of the Village of Zoar or Reams- 
fOW fie 

At this time of the laying of this cornerstone we lived under a 
Republican government which consists of 18 United States, 
5 territories and 1 district, the general government is ruled by 
one president named James Madison and a Vice President named 
Eldridge Gerry ... 

The number of inhabitants of our state at present is about 


800,000... 


Our village counts about 40 families. 


The building was finished by Henry Hurst of near Lancaster, and it 
was dedicated June 8 and 9, 1817. At the Services of Dedication one of 
the speakers was the Rev. Henry Muhlenberg, pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Lancaster and the son of the famous Lutheran Patriarch, 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg. 
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Salem Lutheran and Reformed Church before 1907 


Two Lutherans served on the original building committee, namely, 


Adam Lutz and George Musser. 


The Rev. Peter Filbert, who in 1813 


had been called as pastor of Bergstrasse, Muddy Creek, Allegheny, Forest 
and Schwam Lutheran Churches, became pastor to the newly established 
congregation in Reamstown. His stated salary for the first year of pastoral 
service was $40.00. Pastor Filbert served Salem Lutheran Church until 


his retirement in 1823. 


PASTORS OF SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Peter Filbert ............(1817-1823) 
John F. Engle..........(1823) 

Charles F. Rutze ....(1823-1824) 
Samuel Trumbauer ..(1824-1856) 
H. D. Rosenmiller ..(1856-1858) 


R. S. Wagner ..........(1858-1859) 
S. R. Boyer ..............(1859-1868) 
R. S. Wagner ..........(1868-1873) 
S. S. Henry ..............(1873-1883) 


John H. Umbenhen (1883-1886) 
Benjamin G. Welder 


(1886-1921) 
Ambrose W. Leibensperger 

(1921-1926) 
W. B. Smith ............(1926-1931) 


Paul R. Wertman ....(1931-1943) 
John R. Albright ....(1943-1962) 
Richard E. Hess ......(1963- 


wes § ae 


Apparently, worship services at first were irregular. In fact, the 
first regular service recorded following the Dedication Services was one 
held on the afternoon of May 3, 1818. The first baptism of our congre- 
gation was at that service. The total offering was $1.14. The offering 
at the next regular service, June 28, 1818, was 74 cents. The first Com- 
munion Service was held September 20, 1818. Twenty-two members 
received the Sacrament. 


The treasurer’s book for the early years reveals some interesting 
transactions. It includes such scattered entries as these: 


Lois Paid. for. baptismal’ bason.:..............— $2.00 
Paid for Lord’s Supper and 
Da tIStia eVeSSCLS et oh PR Nic, $5.06 
OSMECH COLT Ve tr eens 5) Neen A acs .20 
ale ahiged ids et TOKO. 0) G2 2. eae aaa ae eee 25 
POM ITIG, Men ree ee ers ee .80 
Wao Pertheenalt Olway DIDle oi-dvecuscrecbu-oleloess+- $4.50 
BIC MSOMDE DOOR Ie ees tee os 47 
Reirclchuetid ite eens peel od veh 68% 
ED MEPIS Tej0 dg (0) ba eee noe aera en .60 
1825 to repair the schoolhouse 
ToT ICC Rene eee tern ee ek a $3.01% 
1826 to Elias Weitzel for window pane ...... 50 
ESzevionasropenror the belle. lt 4. le 54 
1836 for a engine at Bushong’s store ............ $8.44 
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Interior of Salem Lutheran and Reformed Church—1817-1907 
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In 1834 a Union Sunday School was established. It was the begin- 
ning of the modern Sunday School movement in America. The Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union had been organized just ten years previously. 
In 1830 it was resolved: “That the union, in reliance upon divine aid, will 
within two years establish a Sunday School in every destitute place where 
it is practicable .. .” By 1831 the Union was reporting a membership 
of about 70,000 teachers and 700,000 pupils. 2,867 schools were organ- 
ized within the few years following the 1830 resolution. Our Union Sun- 
day School in Reamstown was one of these. 


At first, sessions of our Sunday School were held in the old school 
building to the rear of Salem Church. This school house had been erect- 
ed on lot +54 sometime prior to 1798. The building was torn down in 
1860, and the Sunday School moved into the church structure. On 
March 24, 1860 the building material, which was left after the old land- 
mark was torn down, was sold at public auction. Jacob R. Reddig, trea- 
surer of the Lutheran congregation, records this receipt: “April 28, 1861 
further received the one half of the proceeds of the old school house 
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In 1870 the School was formally organized. A constitution was 
adopted. Officers were elected. Meetings of the officers and teachers 
were held on a weekly basis thereafter. At these meetings the weekly 
lessons were studied, hymns learned, and business was transacted. At 
one such meeting, held February 22, 1871, it was decided that the School 
would offer “two red tickets to all who should be able to repeat all the 
commandments on the following sabbath”. Perhaps the gem of the whole 
Sunday School record book is the statement that appears in the minutes 
of the meeting of January 3, 1872: 


Under miscellaneous business was the election of officers .. . 
Also under miscellaneous business was the eating of about a 
peck of apples, which was participated in by the members with a 
will, showing that they were fond of miscellaneous business. 


The Union Sunday School was dissolved in 1877. Since then the 
Lutheran and Reformed congregations have operated their own denomi- 
national Sunday Schools. 


Until 1848 a bell weighing one hundred pounds was used by the 
Salem Church. In April of that year, the old bell was traded for a new, 
three hundred and four pound bell. It cost $114.40. The use of the 
new bell was limited, even before it was purchased; a notation still in 
existence reads: 

January 23, 1848, the bell which shall be bought for the Reams- 
town church shall be bought for the Lutheran and Presbyterian 
congregations and that bell shall be tolled for every case of death 
who makes demand for it but no further right than for cases of 
death unless it is the consecration. 


The bell is still used by the Salem United Church of Christ. 


On January 5, 1858 a full release for ground rent was given by An- 
drew Ream to the church trustees, Christian Bentz and Adam Hoh. 

The Lutheran and Reformed Congregations purchased their first 
pipe organ in 1859. Samuel Bohler of Reading supplied the instrument 
for $500.00. It was dedicated October 22-23, 1859. The earliest organists 
were Samuel H. Gring and Emmanuel S. ‘Killen: The first Lutheran 
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organists were Jacob Fasnacht and Peter Lied. The organ served well 
until 1948. In that year, however, it was replaced with a Durst two- 
manual pipe organ. It was secured through the agency of Justus Becker. 
It cost $3,625.00. The organ was dedicated at a special service on Novem- 
ber 14, 1948. The speaker for the occasion was the Rev. Thomas W. 
Rhoads, a son of the Reformed Congregation. Pierce Getz, who later be- 
came a missionary to Japan, was the guest organist for the Dedication 
Service. On October 16, 1955 a set of Maas-Rowe Carillon Chimes was 
dedicated. The chimes cost $597.50. 


In 1859 the Lutheran Congregation became part of the Hinkletown 
Parish. The Rev. S. R. Boyer was the first pastor to serve the congrega- 
tion in this new alignment. A parsonage was purchased for him in Hinkle- 
town. The parsonage was located in Reamstown when the Rev. John H. 
Umbenhen was called as pastor in 1883. From 1886 to the time of his 
death in 1921, the Rev. Benjamin G. Welder served the congregation. 


Salem Church with Annex 
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Extensive renovations during 1907 changed the Salem church build- 
ing from its old colonial style architecture with its three-sided gallery and 
wine-glass pulpit to the present style of architecture. The interior was 
converted from one floor to its present two floor arrangement. The stair- 
way tower was added. The total cost of the renovation was $6,304.28. 
Special services were held February 22-23, 1908 to rededicate the building. 


Several later renovations were made on the church building. In the 
year 1944 a new furnace room was added and an oil-burning furnace was 
installed. At the same time renovations were made in the first floor 
Sunday School rooms: new wiring, new oak flooring, new ceiling, addition 
of hat racks and bulletin boards. The following year, in 1945, the church 
parking lot was surfaced with blacktop. New red carpet was installed in 
the chancel and nave during 1953. About the same time the church 
interior was painted. Then, during the Summer of 1959 an annex was 
added. It consisted of a choir room, janitor’s closet, and toilet rooms. 


The addition was dedicated October 11, 1959. 


The congregation took action on March 25, 1940 to purchase a pro- 
perty from Mary Fry for a parsonage. The house cost $3,600.00. As 
early as 1945 the Church Council appointed a committee to investigate 
the possibilities of either renovating the parsonage or buying or building an- 
other one. The Committee recommended to Council on October 1, 1945 
that the parsonage be sold and a new one built. Even though the recom- 
mendation received unanimous approval in a congregational meeting, con- 
struction did not begin until September 6, 1950. Harry Mohn served as 
architect and Melvin E. Kramer was the general contractor. The site at 
125 North Main Street was a gift from Mr. and Mrs. Oran Boose. The 
parsonage was dedicated September 16, 1951 and was first occupied on 


September 18. The cost was $25,000. 


Parsonage — 125 North Main Street 
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The congregation was chartered as a corporation in 1946. Its incor- 
porators are: H. Evans Sloat, Lemon E. Weinhold, Howard E. Weinhold, 
Harry S. Fry, Harvey Sensenig, Paul Lausch, C. Earl Deibler, Harry F. 
Slabach and Richard Sweigart. In this connection, the constitution and 
by-laws of “Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church of Reamstown, Lancas- 
ter County, Pennsylvania” were adopted. A new constitution was 
adopted by the congregation in January, 1965 at its annual meeting. 


After the death of Pastor Welder, April 28, 1921, the congregation 
was aligned with the Lutheran congregation in Adamstown. The Rev. 
Ambrose W. Leibensperger was installed during August, 1921, as the 
pastor of the charge. Our congregation withdrew, however, in 1926. 
Pastor Leibensperger remained the pastor at Adamstown until May 19, 
1929. The Rev. W. B. Smith served as supply pastor at Reamstown until 
1931. In the Spring of 1931 the Reamstown-Adamstown Lutheran 
Parish was formed. ‘This was made possible through a salary grant by 
the Lutheran Board of Home Missions. The Rev. Paul R. Wertman was 
called as pastor of the parish, September 1, 1931. He served until June 
10, 1943. His successor, the Rev. John R. Albright, took over the parish 
pastoral duties September 1, 1943. Pastor Albright served the Reams- 
town-Adamstown Parish until June 1, 1962. 


Following Pastor Albright’s resignation, the Reamstown-Adamstown 
Parish was dissolved. Adamstown wished to call its own pastor and 
subsequently did so. Our congregation entered into negotiations with 
the Muddy Creek congregation concerning possible parish alignment or 
merger. The joint Councils met November 14, 1962. Nothing material- 
ized from the meeting. The congregation subsequently took action to call 
its own pastor. The Rev. Richard E. Hess, a graduate student of the 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary, was called in May, 1963 and took over 
the pastoral duties in Reamstown, June 15, 1963. 


During the time that the Reamstown-Adamstown Lutheran Parish 
was being dissolved, negotiations got underway in Reamstown in regard 
to the dissolution of the Union Church. The Salem United Church of 
Christ had appointed in the Spring of 1961 a Long-Range Planning Com- 
mittee to study the program and facilities of the Church. The final re- 
port of the Committee carried the recommendation that: “Immediate 
steps be taken to promote the dissolution of the Union Church relation- 
ship”. As a result of this initiative, the Council and Consistory of Salem 
Union Church met January 4, 1962 with the Rev. Horace Sills, Consul- 
tant for the U.C.C., and the Rev. Martin L. Tozer, Consultant for the 
Lutherans. According to the recommended pattern of procedure used 
by the Commission on the Welfare of the Union Church, a joint Study 
Committee was appointed. Three Lutherans served on the Committee: 
Galen E. Witmer, H. Evans Sloat, and Vernon J. Boose. 


Monthly meetings of the joint Study Committee continued until 
September 16, 1963. The proceedings of dissolution include these sig- 
nificant steps: 

February 28, 1962—report that Hoyer Lesher had left a $25,000 
bequest to Salem Lutheran Church to be used for the construc- 
tion of a new church and the purchase of a new pipe organ. 


June 8, 1962—Church equity of $37,416.00 established. 
ess) es 


November 4, 1962—both congregations approved the equity 
figure agreeing that the congregation which eventually remains 


in the building would pay one-half or $18,708.00. 


April 28, 1963—the Study Committee “agreed to recommend 
to the council and consistory that the United Church of Christ 
congregation buy the half interest of the Lutheran congregation 
and remain in the building, and that the Lutheran congregation 
sell its interest to the U.C.C. Congregation and relocate... ” 
July 21, 1963—the two congregations approved the recommend- 
ed dissolution and the incorporation of the “Salem Union Ceme- 
tery Corporation”. 

The Articles of Dissolution were executed December 1, 1963. Until 
such time that the Lutheran congregation could construct new facilities, 
it agreed to pay the U.C.C. Congregation a monthly rental of $120.00 
with a possible increase after two years. 

Our building program was introduced and initiated at a special con- 
gregational meeting in August, 1963. 


New Church Site 


Mr. Galen E. Witmer was appointed as Chairman of the Building 
Committee. The 4.78 acre site for the new facility was purchased on 
July 2, 1964 from John L. Lee and his wife Shirley for $2,629.00. Mr. 
Monroe S. Haak, representing the firm of Haak and Kaufman, Myers- 
town, was engaged as architect following intensive study of our needs. 
The contract was awarded to Joseph S. LaMonaca, Lancaster, as general 
contractor. The mortgagee became the American Bank and Trust Co. 
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of Pa., Reading. In the Spring of 1965 the congregation conducted a 
Capital-Funds Campaign under the direction of the Lutheran Laymen’s 
Fund-Raising Service. The Groundbreaking Service was held April 24, 
1966, and construction began soon thereafter. 


Groundbreaking 


The Service for Laying the Cornerstone was held September 25, 1966. 
The articles placed in the cornerstone were: 


The Holy Bible by the Pastor and his family 

Communion Elements by the Adult and Junior Choirs 
Luther’s Small Catechism by the Sunday Church School 
Current Copy of “The Lutheran” by the Lutheran Church 


Women 
Copy of the Constitution by the Church Council 
Scroll of the Communing Members by the Altar Guild 
Groundbreaking Bulletin by the Luther League 


1966 Coins by the church-sponsored Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
Cub Scouts 


Current Copy of “The Observer” by Synodical representative 
The Day’s Newspaper by North Lancaster District Dean 
Copy of the General Contract by Joseph S. LaMonaca, builder 
Copy of the Master Site Plan by Haak and Kaufman, architects 
Copy of Deed by American Bank and Trust Co. of Pa. 
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Cornerstone Laying 


List of all Building Committees by the Executive Building Com- 
mittee 


Cornerstone Laying Bulletin by Plans and Construction Com- 
mittee 


Capital Funds Campaign Booklet by Finance Committee 
American Flag by Furnishings Committee 
Newspaper Clippings by Publicity Committee 
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Reamstown Directory by Survey Committee 

Tape of Morning Service by Worship Committee 

Bulletin of Reports by Education Committee 

Invitation to Cornerstone Laying by Fellowship Committee 


Bulletin of Morning Service by Administration Committee 


One other important event in the building of the church was the 
erection of the steeple. Constructed of Corten weathering steel, the spire 
weighs over three tons. It is forty-three feet high, and the cross on top 
is ten and a half feet high. The steeple was erected January 10, 1967. 


Erection of Steeple 


This brings us to the current historical moment of Dedication. A 
hundred and fifty years have transpired in the life of our congregation. 
As we take this significant step of dedicating new facilities to the glory 
and honor of Almighty God, it is our earnest hope that God will bless 
the Salem Lutheran Congregation as richly in future centuries as He has 
done in the past century and a half! 
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The New Salem Lutheran Church and Christian Education Building 
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A Look at Our New Church 


Properly planned and rightly designed church buildings have a reli- 
gious message incarnated in their physical structures. A church edifice 
speaks. Its architecture reflects the theology of the people who worship 
in it. 

Our new facility, accordingly, bears effective visual witness. As a 
constant symbol, the structure proclaims the good news of God’s entry 
into the world through His Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As 
a tool in the hands of the congregation for the work of the Lord, the facil- 
ity provides a means in and through which the membership can perform 
its mission. 

The orientation of the church is the first particular point of signific- 
ance. The church edifice deliberately faces the community. It depicts 
the church’s rhythmic alternation between God’s Word and the world. 
On the one hand, the prominently featured main entrance expresses a 
welcome invitation to the inhabitants of the area. The imposing entrance 
invites people to move in, to retreat, to gather. In another sense, how- 
ever, the orientation of the building stresses the congregation’s obligation 
to move out, to attack, to scatter. In that the front doors open toward 
the community, the worshipers are reminded that they depart to serve, 
scatter to witness, move out to penetrate the world. Just as Christ alter- 
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nately urged His followers, ‘““Come unto me” and “go into all the world” 
(Matt. 28:19; John 17:18), so our building is indicative of the essential 
rhythmic life of assembly and dispersion. 


The simplified lines of the edifice’s exterior serve to lift up hearts 
unto the Lord. The massive, steep roof—like two great hands raised in 
prayer—conveys an awareness of the constant relationship between God 
and man. The exterior architecture is a witness to member and non- 
member alike of the honor in which God is held by the congregation 
which has erected this building to His glory. The culmination of the roof 
in the high steeple makes this witness visible from a distance. And the 
large cross on top points to the realization that God has richly blessed all 
men in the crucified and risen Christ. 

The massive, solid walls of the church, which are accented by heavy 
concrete columns, denote permanence, stability, durability. They are 
signs of the imperishable fellowship of a living God with His people, the 
strength of the Christian Church in the world, and the power of its 
message. 

The interior of the sanctuary, which is finished in unadorned brick, 
concrete, wood and glass, displays natural materials in their true form. 
The floors are covered with real flagstone and 100% wool carpet. The 
pipe organ provides real, not imitation, sound. The result is one of reality, 
honesty, truth, sincerity—structurally and theologically. Neither arti- 
ficiality nor pretense have a place in the House of God. 


In the corporate worship of the church the liturgical action is at the 
same time both vertical (between God and man) and horizontal (between 
man and man). These two features of our total worship life receive ex- 
pression in the architecture of the sanctuary. 

The sense of vertical movement between God and His people is ac- 
complished in the high, pointed ceiling. With its great laminated wood 
arches, the ceiling complex draws the heart of the worshiper upward 
unto God. It shall be a constant reminder to all who worship here that 
the chief function of this House is to promote the Christian relationship 
between God and man. 

The horizontal fellowship between worshiper and worshiper is em- 
phasized in the nave’s lack of depth, its comparative width, and its slanted 
pews. The nave is designed so that no worshiper can feel physically de- 
tached from what is taking place. It is intended to create a setting in 
which the worshiper is more a participant than a spectator or auditor. 
In short, our nave reflects the corporate nature of the church and magni- 
fies the sense of community. 

The corporate unity of minister, choir and congregation is enhanced 
through the similar treatment of walls, ceiling and floors in the chancel, 
nave and balcony. The structural unity of the various areas emphatically 
declares the indispensible fact of oneness. It affirms, too, our belief in 
“the priesthood of all believers.” No rail or screen separates the chancel 
from the nave. Clergy and laity worship together as one Christian com- 
munity, for all are “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people” (I Pet. 2:9). 
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The chancel features three major focal centers—altar, pulpit and 
baptismal font. In this way, the Sacraments and the Word—the visible 
and distinctive marks of the Church—receive their due prominence. The 
free-standing communion table in the middle of the chancel affirms the 
centrality of the eucharist. The rail that surrounds the table on all sides 
serves to emphasize fellowship in the act of Holy Communion. As the 
members kneel around the common table they are no longer merely in- 
dividuals but part of the true family in Christ. The font is suitably locat- 
ed for optimum vision and due prominence. The pulpit is of sufficient 
mass to emphasize the importance of preaching the Word; it is located 
for close rapport with the congregation. 


The large wooden cross, which is suspended over the chancel area 
and located at the end of the nave’s principle aisle, rightly draws attention 
to the risen Christ who is “the head of the body, the church” (Col. 1:18). 
The cross shall be a constant reminder to us that the Church’s indisput- 
able center is Christ. 


Our choirs are appropriately placed in a rear balcony. The church 
choir is to lead the congregation in liturgy and hymnody—not perform 
for it. The choir, in other words, does not offer entertainment for an 
audience; it serves to lead and support the singing of the congregation. 
By placing our choirs in the rear they become a portion of the worshiping 
congregation rather than a concert group. Thus, the true nature of the 
church choir is properly accented in our arrangement. 


The Moller Pipe Organ provides the clarity of tone and dynamic 
power which are essential for the congregation in the singing of the liturgy 
and hymns. Its appropriateness for use in Christian worship is marked 
by the fact that its 10Y%2 ranks of pipes, chimes and two-manual console 
can provide the proper accompaniment for the diverse types of music sung 
by choir and congregation. 


The fact that an educational building is directly attached to the 
church edifice by a closed passageway signifies the inseparable two-fold 
thrust of the congregation’s life—worship and education. The two build- 
ings attached by a connecting link conveys the awareness that here are 
two facets of the Christian’s life which remain indispensible to each other. 


The educational building inspires and portrays in its design growth— 
numerical and qualitative development. Numerical growth is portrayed 
in the planned future expansion of the educational wing. Qualitative 
growth is enfolded in the arrangement of the classroom areas. They are 
arranged for learning. This is to say that the central educational objective 
of the building is to help the pupil grow within the community of the 
church toward greater maturity in his Christian life. 


Our Lord has given us the supreme privilege of creating with brick 
and mortar a setting for the imperishable fellowship of the living God 
with His people. It is our pleasure, therefore, to welcome you into these 
new facilities and to introduce them to you. 
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Interior of New Church 
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Principles and Policies 
for the use of 


Church Edifice and Christian Education Building 
Whereas the Church is the House of God and should be properly 


respected and used accordingly, certain principles and policies are here 
set forth to guide the congregation: 


1. The new church proper shall be used exclusively for prayer, 
meditation, worship, education, and music. All business and social meet- 
ings, special programs, and the like, shall be held in other parts of the 
church plant. 


2. Due reverence shall be maintained by all whenever they are in 
the church proper. 


3. When the Order for the Burial of the Dead is used in the 
Church, the coffin shall be placed before the chancel in a lengthwise 
position. It is the recommendation of the Church that the coffin shall 
remain closed. Before the service begins the altar candles shall be lighted. 
Only flowers of the immediate family shall be permitted in the chancel. 
In no case shall the Order be interrupted by the exercises of secular or- 
ganizations. The church organist shall provide music for funerals held 


within the church when requested. The funeral service for those who 
depart this life in the Christian Faith should be held in the church. 


4. In the case of weddings, due reverence shall be maintained in 
the celebration of the marriage. The use of secular music shall not be 
permitted in the church. The pastor and/or church organist may suggest 
worthy and appropriate music to the couple for their guidance. When 
flowers and/or palms are desired for the ceremony, it is to be understood 
that the couple to be married shall provide the same. The pastor and/or 
Altar Guild may suggest proper floral arrangements. Generally speaking, 
lavish floral displays are discouraged; the natural beauty and simplicity 
of the church needs no additional decoration. Wedding pictures shall 
not be taken during the ceremony; pictures may be taken before and 
after the Order for Marriage. When organ music is desired, we encourage 
the use of the services of the recognized organist. 


5. Due respect for the church property shall be maintained at all 
times. Good manners—such as, keeping off the grass, cleaning shoes be- 
fore entering buildings, refraining from marking the walls—are deemed 
important and should be practiced. 


6. Smoking in the buildings shall be permissable only at meetings 
and fellowship activities held in the educational unit. 


7. Adequate parking space is provided on the lot. There shall be 
no parking along the driveway. 
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8. When evening activities are held in the buildings, the leader 
of such should take the responsibility for turning out the lights, making 
sure excessive waste, equipment, materials and the like are not left be- 
hind, closing the doors, and so on. 


9. The Sunday morning schedule shall be: 
8:45 - 9:45 A.M., Sunday Church School 
10:00 - 11:00 A.M., Worship Service 


10. In regard to general use of the facilities: meetings, rehearsals, 
special events, and any other activities other than the Sunday morning 
events, shall be scheduled through the pastor and/or the Committee on 
Christian Education. 


It is our belief that faithful and cheerful adherence to the above 
principles and policies will preserve and enhance the sanctity of our new 
facilities. We, therefore, adopt these principles and policies and resolve 
to abide by them. 


Adopted by Church Council Approved by Congregation 
January 2, 1967 January 22, 1967 
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